
J A P A N  F L O O D S  2 0 1 8

I n  l a t e  J u n e  t h r o u g h  m i d - J u l y  2 0 1 8 ,  J a p a n  w a s  h i t  h a r d  b y  t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n s .  T h e  h e a v y  r a i n s  l e d  t o

w i d e s p r e a d  f l o o d s  a n d  m u d s l i d e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  r i v e r s  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  e m b a n k m e n t s  a n d

f l o o d w a t e r s ,  f o r c i n g  m i l l i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  2 6  p r e f e c t u r e s  t o  e v a c u a t e .  A t  l e a s t  2 6 3  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d

i n  t h e  d i s a s t e r ,  m a k i n g  i t  J a p a n ’ s  d e a d l i e s t  f l o o d  i n  3 6  y e a r s .

 

H i r o s h i m a  ( 1 3 3 ) ,  O k a y a m a  ( 7 3 )  &  E h i m e  ( 3 2 )  w e r e  t h e  t h r e e  m o s t  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d  p r e f e c t u r e s  i n

t e r m s  o f  f a t a l i t y  r a t e s  w h e r e a s  a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  l e v e l ,  M a b i  T o w n  o f  K i r a s h i k i  c i t y  i n  O k a y a m a

p r e f e c t u r e  r e c o r d e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  ( 1 5 ) .

 

5 4 , 0 0 0  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e   J a p a n  S e l f - D e f e n s e  F o r c e s ,   p o l i c e   a n d   f i r e f i g h t e r s   w e r e  a c t i v a t e d  f o r  t h e

s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  o p e r a t i o n s .  J a p a n  s u s t a i n e d  t r e m e n d o u s  d a m a g e ;  l o s s e s  r e a c h e d  a n  e s t i m a t e d

U S $ 9 . 8 6   b i l l i o n .

 

I n  r e s p o n s e    t o  t h e  d i s a s t e r ,  M e r c y  R e l i e f  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  g r o u n d  p a r t n e r ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i r s t

p h a s e  o f  e m e r g e n c y  a i d  w i t h  h o t  m e a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  O k a y a m a  P r e f e c t u r e  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c o n t i n u e d

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  r o a d  t o w a r d s  r e c o v e r y  i n  O k a y a m a ,  H i r o s h i m a  a n d

E h i m e  P r e f e c t u r e s .

JULY 2018 - JULY 2020

J A P A N  F L O O D S

R E L I E F  2 0 1 8
COMPLETION REPORT

F A T A L I T I E S H O U S E S  D A M A G E D H O U S E S  F L O O D E D

2 6 3 2 2 , 4 9 1 2 8 , 6 1 9

T O T A L  R A I S E D  I N  S G D S U R V I V O R S  B E N E F I T E D  T O  D A T E

S G D $ 6 3 , 1 6 3 1 9 , 2 6 0

HEAVY FLOODING HIT AREAS ACROSS JAPAN



LATE JUNE

Disaster Strike

12 - 31

JULY 2018

F r o m  1 2 t h  t o  3 1 s t  J u l y ,  M e r c y  R e l i e f  c o n d u c t e d  a  H o t  M e a l  A c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e

f l o o d  s u r v i v o r s  w h o  w e r e  e v a c u a t e d  t o  N i m a  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  l o c a t e d  i n  M a b i

T o w n  o f  K u r a s h i k i  C i t y  i n  O k a y a m a  P r e f e c t u r e .

T h e  m e a l s  p r o v i d e d  g r e a t  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  w h o s e  h o u s e s  w e r e  d a m a g e d

b y  t h e  f l o o d  a s  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  c e n t r e  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  c o o k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e

f a m i l i e s .

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  M e r c y  R e l i e f ' s  g r o u n d  p a r t n e r ,  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  A i d  a n d  R e l i e f

J a p a n  ( A A R ) ,  a  t o t a l  o f  1 0 , 6 7 0  m e a l s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d .

MR response team deployed to conduct Hot

Meal Activity in Okayama Prefecture

OCT 2018 -

JULY 2020
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W i t h  M e r c y  R e l i e f ' s  s u p p o r t ,  e l d e r c a r e

s e r v i c e s  a t  t w o  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  c e n t r e s  i n

M a b i  T o w n ,  K u r a s h i k i  C i t y  w e r e  r e s u m e d .  

M e r c y  R e l i e f ' s  f u n d i n g  s u p p o r t e d  t h e

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  S o u l  H o m e  N u r s i n g  S e r v i c e

C e n t r e  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  h o m e  c a r e  s e r v i c e

t o  e l d e r l y  a n d  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s

( P W D s ) .

T h i s  s e r v i c e  c e n t r e  i s  a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  o n e s

i n  M a b i  T o w n  t o  g e t  b a c k  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g

a f t e r  t h e  f l o o d .  M a b i  T o w n  h a s  a  t o t a l

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  2 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  w h e r e

t h e  e l d e r l y  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e

g r o u p s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

R e c o v e r y  P r o j e c t  I  -  H e a l t h c a r e  S u p p o r t

Recovery

LOCATION

Okayama Prefecture

BENEFICIARIES

240

DURATION

8 Months

" W e  t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e

s u p p o r t  g i v e n  b y  M e r c y

R e l i e f .  T h e  c e n t r e  i s  n o w

a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  p r o v i d i n g

h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e

e l d e r l y  a n d  h a n d i c a p p e d

p e o p l e  s t a y i n g  i n  M a b i

T o w n . . . "  -  M s .  K a t a o k a

N a t s u k o ,  R N .  2 7 t h  M a y

2 0 1 9

R e c o v e r y  P r o j e c t  I I  -  S u p p o r t  F o r  H e a r i n g  I m p a i r e d  P e r s o n s

LOCATION

Okayama Prefecture

BENEFICIARIES

8000

DURATION

5 Months
Hiroshima Prefecture

Ehime Prefecture



T h r o u g h  J a p a n  D i s a b i l i t y  F o r u m  ( N e t w o r k  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f o r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f

p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n  J a p a n ) ,  M e r c y  R e l i e f  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r e c o v e r y  e f f o r t

b y  D e a f  A s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  h e a r i n g  i m p a i r e d  p e r s o n s  i n  O k a y a m a ,

H i r o s h i m a  a n d  E h i m e  P r e f e c t u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c o v e r y  p h a s e .  

S t a f f  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( C S O )  o f f e r e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f

s e r v i c e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e c o v e r y  n e e d s  o f  t h e  D e a f  a n d  M u t e

m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  t h r e e  p r e f e c t u r e s .

OKAYAMA PREFECTURE

ASSOCIATION OF DEAF

Support for disaster recovery

activities

Support for professional sign

language interpreter 

Support for printing of signage

and assistive material for Deaf

and Mute persons

Support for debris cleaning for

Deaf and Mute persons

HIROSHIMA PREFECTURE

ASSOCIATION OF DEAF

EHIME PREFECTURE

ASSOCIATION OF DEAF

I M P A C T  O F  

M E R C Y  R E L I E F  S U P P O R T

Support for disaster

assessment for flood affected

survivors

Support for set-up of Help

Desk

Support for operations of

ground assessment team

during recovery

Support for disaster

assessment for flood affected

survivors

Support for relief good

distribution

Support for deployment of

professional sign language

interpreter to assist affected

deaf and mute persons

"With Mercy Relief's assistance, the association was

able to deploy swiftly our professional sign language

interpreters to the ground for the assessment and

assist volunteers in the debris cleaning exercise for the

deaf and mute persons."  - Hiroshima Prefecture,

Association of Deaf.

"It was a tremendous help because we managed to

maintain help-desk services for the affected 

deaf-and-mute persons during the critical period 

from response to recovery." - Okayama Prefecture,

Association of Deaf

" With the assessment, it expedited the preparation of a

handbook on safer evacuation for deaf-and-mute

persons in the event of disaster." - Ehime Prefecture,

Association of Deaf



MR supported in the procurement of equipment needed at Social Welfare Centres located in Seiyo City in

Ehime Prefecture and Fukuyama City in Hiroshima Prefecture.

The two centres provide employment for persons with disabilities (PWDs) in the agricultural sector. Through

the vegetables produced in their farms, the PWDs could generate their own income by selling the crops to

the local market and nearby schools. Unfortunately, the flood had badly damaged the greenhouse equipment

as well as their workshops. 

The support from Mercy Relief was critical to ensure that the greenhouse could bring the vegetable

production to normal level within limited time and assist the PWDs to regain normalcy and reduce the impact

of the disaster in their livelihoods

It takes a team of specialised aid workers to respond timely and effectively to

humanitarian crises around the region as well as implement impactful developmental

projects. 

When you donate to Mercy Relief’s Impact Fund you enable our ability to scale as an

organisation and strengthen our expertise on the field. 

Please note that all donations directed to this fund will enjoy a tax deduction of 250

percent.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT  www.mercyrelief.org/join/donate/

R e c o v e r y  P r o j e c t  I I I  -  S u p p o r t  F o r  S o c i a l  W e l f a r e  C e n t r e s

LOCATION BENEFICIARIES

350

DURATION

3 Months

Hiroshima Prefecture

Ehime Prefecture

A huge thank you from Mercy Relief!
Look forward to more updates about our work on-the-ground via our website or social media channels.

www.mercyrelief.org

https://www.mercyrelief.org/join/donate/
https://www.instagram.com/mercy_relief/
https://www.mercyrelief.org/

